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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 March 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 3-9 and 11-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) 11-13 is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 3J) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the Office Action mailed December 23, 2008, applicant submitted 
an amendment filed on March 23, 2009, in which the applicant amended and requested 
reconsideration. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's have canceled all rejected and the remaining claims were allowable, 
however, upon further reconsideration, the claims 3-9 are being rejected for reasons set 
forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 recites an apparatus comprising a startpoint probability matrix, an 
endpoint probability matrix, a probabilistic breakpoint analyzer and a probabilistic 
breakpoint process. An apparatus cannot be "coupled" to immaterial/non-physical 
things such as a mathematical matrix, lexicon, chart, etc. The same applies to the 
dependent claims that recite similar language. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 11-13 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 

As for independent claim 1 1 , it recites an apparatus for segmenting compound 
words in an unrestricted natural-language input. Prior art such as Carcus, Shapiro and 
Matsubayashi show a similar method but fails to teach the recited method of combining 
weights of trigraph context that precede and follow each breakpoint to assign a weight 
to the breakpoint in the natural-language input in combination with the other limitation 

As for independent claim 12, it recites an apparatus for segmenting compound 
words in an unrestricted natural-language input. Prior art such as Carcus, Shapiro and 
Matsubayashi show a similar method but fails to teach the recited method of combining 
weights of bigraph context that precede and follow each breakpoint to assign a weigh to 
the breakpoint in the natural-language input in combination with the other limitation 

As for independent claim 13, it recites an apparatus for segmenting compound 
words in an unrestricted natural-language input. Prior art such as Carcus, Shapiro and 
Matsubayashi show a similar method but fails to teach the recited method of combining 
weights of tetragraph context that precede and follow each breakpoint to assign a 
weight to the breakpoint in the natural-language input in combination with the other 
limitations. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAKIEDA R. JACKSON whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
5:30am-2:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jakieda R Jackson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2626 
April 9, 2009 

/David R Hudspeth/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



